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Hundreds of state
archivists replaced

Umut Erdem - ANKARA

A total of 524 librarians, who
used to work as experts at the
State Archives, have been as-
signed to other posts at 300
public institutions.

The appointments followed
the restructuring of the Direc-
torate of State Archives.

Under the new structure,
the State Archives
will operate under
the Turkish Presi-
dency.

“There is no
logical  explana-
tion for those ap-
pointments  giv-
en the fact that
millions of doc-
uments from the
Ottoman era are

45 million documents have
been classified by experts and
librarians so far,” Kartal said.
According to Kartal, librar-
ians welcomed the decision to

_bring the State Archives un-

der the roof of the presidency
at first.

“But it is difficult to ex-
plain why, those experts were
deemed redundant and ap-
pointed to oth-
er irrelevant state
institutions, es-
pecially at a time
when there are
still millions of
documents in the
Ottoman archives
that need to be
classified,” Kartal
added.

Meanwhile,

waiting to be clas-  The State Archives in-  Alsay Antmen, a
sified,” said Ali clude millions of Otto-  geputy from the

Fuat Kartal, the
chair of the Association of Li-
brarians.

“Archives that serve as the
nation’s memory had been ne-
glected for a long time in Tur-
key. But with the establish-
ment of the General Director-
ate of State Archives back in
1984 and the employment of
experts at this institution, we
finally have a system in re-
gard to state archives. Up to

man era documents.

main opposition
Republican People’s Party
(CHP) has submitted a ques-
tion to parliament regarding
the appointments.

Antmen asked why an em-
ployee who worked at the Di-
rectorate of Ottoman Archives
was appointed to the Social Se-
curity Institution, and a Mid-
dle East expert was assigned
to a post at the General Direc-
torate of Land Registry.
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